
Welcome 
2011 Awards of Excellence on Main Street 



 

Award given in recognition of individuals, 

businesses and organizations that have 

made an outstanding contribution to their 

local Main Street program.  

Community Awards  



Willis Wilson,  

Aquatech Engineering Consultants ~ Augusta 
Willis serves the community of 
Augusta in many ways, but his service 
to Downtown Augusta Inc. has touched 
all facets of the organization.  He 
possesses a ñcan doò attitude and 
professionalism that has permeated the 
people and policies of the organization.  
He currently serves on the board and as 
Treasurer.  He has held the positions of 
President and Vice President of the 
Board as well.  His dedication has 
renewed Downtown Augusta Inc.ôs 
desire to preserve the historical and 
cultural fabric of Augusta. His 
participation in Downtown Augusta is 
greatly appreciated.   

 



 KREP FM Radio,  

Deb Sasser ~ Belleville 
 Deb Sasser and the staff of KREP 

radio in Belleville donate air time 
three times a day, five days a week 
for the Main Street minute.  The spots 
are always aired following the local 
news so the largest numbers of 
listeners possible are being informed 
of the positive activities and news 
happening in Downtown Belleville! 
The staff of KREP have also donated 
live remotes for downtown activities.  
Thanks to Deb, Chris and Eric for 
work they do to support downtown 
efforts.   

 

 



Chris Conklin ~ Chanute 

Chris moved back to Chanute to open 
a small television station, Chanute 
Channel Studios, TV 5.  He is 
supportive of many local 
organizations, and Main Street 
Chanute has reaped the benefits of 
his support! He serves on the Board 
of Directors, works with the Artist 
Alley committee, and helped make 
Main Street Chanuteôs promotion 
video possible. With Chrisôs help the 
citizenôs knowledge of the Main 
Street program has increased, he is an 
asset not only to Main Street 
Chanute, but to the community as 
well.  Thanks Chris for your support! 

 



Lisa Brookover ~ Downtown Coffeyville, Inc. 

 Lisa Brookover has been part of 
Downtown Coffeyville Inc. since the 
inception of the organization. She is 
currently serving her 2nd term on the 
Board of Directors and has taken on the 
responsibility of Promotion Chair and is 
serving on the Design Team.  Lisa not 
only started a business in downtown, but 
has incubated three other downtown 
businesses! Lisa has finally fulfilled her 
dream; she purchased and is in the 
process of restoring a downtown 
building.  Lisa has the interest of 
Downtown Coffeyville at heart ï she not 
only talks the talk, but walks the walk! 
Coffeyville is truly fortunate to have 
someone like Lisa to work hand in hand 
with to build the future of Coffeyville.  
Thank you Lisa! 

 



City of Dodge City 

 The City of Dodge City is a very 
progressive organization that encourages 
community involvement ï not only in its 
official capacity, but also by encouraging 
employees to participate in community 
improvement efforts. The City has 
supported Main Street Dodge through 
financial assistance, and by implementing a 
variety of programs and activities such as 
removing dilapidated wooden awnings and 
the Façade Improvement Grant program. 
The façade program has helped spur 
property owners to make investments to 
improve their buildings. Main Street Dodge  
appreciates the support of their local 
government during the first year of their 
program.   

 



Kristi Mohn ~ Emporia 

Kristi is a six year member of the 
Emporia Main Street Board of Directors, 
a former member of the Promotions 
Committee and a current member of 
several special committees associated 
with Emporia Main Street. She is a real 
estate agent for REMAX, a part of the 
ownership structure for Flint Hills Music 
and a partner in the company promoting 
the Dirty Kanza 200 Mile Gravel Road 
bike race.  Recently Kristi added 
ñdowntown property developerò to her 
ever growing list of occupations. Kristi is 
the type of creative energizer bunny that 
makes you feel bad about your ñslackerò 
life. Emporia is lucky to have Kristi and 
her family involved with the program! 
Thank you Kristi! 

 



City of Garden City 

 Since 2004, the City of Garden City has 
supported  Downtown Visionôs budget, provided 
personnel to handle everything from roadblocks 
& seating for events, trash receptacles, banners 
for light poles, professional advice when 
developing a Master Plan and comprehensive 
streetscape plan, new curb and guttering 
throughout the central business district, 
electricity for downtown events, ordinance 
reviews, incentives for second story residential 
work and neighborhood revitalization efforts,  
just to name a few, all to the tune of over $1.7 
million.  They also added a new restroom at 
Stevens Park, provide trees and flowers for 
continued greening projects, installed benches 
along Main Street, provided guidance for art 
piece designations, participate in parades, 
banner art auctions, and Fall fest.  Thanks City 
of Garden City for your on-going support! 

 



Roger & Cindy Hower, 

Kellerman Real Estate/Insurance ~ Holton 
These individuals and their business typify what Main 

Street programs hope to engage in our community 

revitalization efforts. They have provided extensive and 

unwavering resources and support since the programôs 

inception.  Roger has not only served on the Economic 

Restructuring Committee, but has also served as 

president for more than one term.  Cindy served on the 

board for three years and currently chairs the 

Organization Committee.  They have made Holton 

Main Streetôs success one of their top priorities and 

volunteered thousands of hours together over the past 

three years.  Their businesses are significant annual 

financial supporters and strong business members.  

Finally, Roger and Cindy are recognized for their 

historic preservation ethic and good stewardship of 

their century-old building that has been on the National 

Register for 34 years.  



Victoria Crow ~ Hutchinson 

Victoria is an accountant by trade and a great Main 
Street proponent and leader by her actions. Over 
the past decade, she has dedicated her time, talent 
and energy to make Downtown Hutchinson a better 
place. Serving in a variety of roles, most recently as 
board chair and Economic Restructuring chair, 
Victoria is always one of the first to volunteer.  In 
2009 Victoria led the charge to receive a $25,000 
Jobs Grant from the Federal Home Loan Bank, and 
$25,000 from the cityôs Economic Opportunity 
Fund to incentivize Façade Restorations and Upper 
Floor housing in Downtown Hutchinson. Victoria is 
committed to making Hutchinson a better Main 
Street City and Downtown Hutchinson a better 
organization by using work plans as the centerpiece 
of their activity.  Victoria is a true leader and an 
inspiration to other volunteers.  Thank you 
Victoria!  

  
 



Wanda Mayo ~ Independence 
Wanda has been on the Board of 

Directors for Independence Main Street 

for many years. She has always been a 

big supporter of the program and serves 

as chairman of the Promotion Committee. 

Events she has worked on this year 

include: quarterly Muffins with Main 

Street, No Sales Tax Sale, End of 

Summer Sale, and Merchants Holiday 

Open House.  She has helped organize, 

promote and decorate for the silent 

auction fundraiser.  She has also served as 

the local symposium committee chair for 

the 2011 Kansas Main Street Conference. 

Thank you Wanda! 



Marty Pope ~ Leavenworth 

Initially, Marty impacted the downtown 
district significantly by purchasing 2 
buildings in the 400 block of Delaware 
and opening a retail business.  Joining 
Leavenworth Main Street immediately, 
Marty quickly became involved. He is a 
member of the Board, Chair of the 
Promotion Committee and a member of 
the Design Committee.  His contribution 
to the board is invaluable; organizing and 
facilitating a structured board retreat that 
resulted in a 3 year plan of action. Marty 
and his business partner put up and take 
down the flags on Delaware Street for the 
holidays. They also walk the streetscape 
regularly and weed the flower beds.  
Marty is extremely dedicated, willing to 
implement fresh ideas and he supports the 
organization 110%.  Thank you Marty! 

 



City of Marysville 

 The City of Marysville has been an 
integral part of the success of the 
Marysville Main Street program. From 
the City Administrator, to the Council, to 
the employees, this entity has offered 
leadership and resources for the program 
over the past 11 years. This year they 
offered Main Street the opportunity to 
move into one of their recently vacated 
offices in the downtown district. The 
Cityôs understanding of the work Main 
Street does is an essential part of the 
strong relationship the two entities share. 
Each year, during the preparation of the 
Big Blue BBQ event, the city employees 
and council members are always more 
than willing to assist in any capacity they 
can.  Thanks City of Marysville for the 
partnership and the assistance! 

 



McPherson Convention & Visitors Bureau 

 The Convention & Visitors Bureau has the 
primary role of promoting the City of McPherson 
through activities that encourage overnight stays 
in the community. Executive Director Anne 
Hassler has the unique ability to see the big picture 
and realizes that each time a visitor has a pleasing 
experience it increases the chances of them 
returning to McPherson for future events. Thus, 
the CVB sponsored the development of two 
downtown murals. In addition to her professional 
partnership with McPherson Main Street, Anne 
has personally become a great volunteer, giving of 
her own time to help with the Christmas movies, 
Burninô Down Main, and often shares her 
expertise in ad layout and newspaper writing 
skills. We would like to recognize the McPherson 
CVB and Anne Hassler for all their help in 
promoting downtown McPherson.  

 



Cathy Sutton ~ Ottawa 
Cathy is co-owner of Suttonôs Jewelry on 
Main Street in Downtown Ottawa; in 
addition, she has for the past 10 years 
served in many different positions with 
the local Main Street program.  Cathy 
was instrumental in bringing together the 
organization when it was at a low point.  
Cathy kept the board intact and helped 
strengthen the organization. It is due to 
Cathyôs ability to work though problems 
and speak out for Main Street that Ottawa 
Main Street still exists! Today she 
continues to provide counsel and vision 
to the board of directors in an ex-officio 
position and has taken up serving on the 
Economic Restructuring Committee.  
Thanks Cathy, for all you have done and 
all you do.    

 



Peggy Weidert ~ Parsons 

Peggy Weidert, is owner of the Mustard 
Seed and Weidert Properties.  She has 
been an inspiration to the organization 
from the beginning; she helped write the 
application for Parsons to become a Main 
Street program. She has served on the 
Design Committee, and has several terms 
as President of the organization. Peggy 
fully understands and utilizes the 4-point 
approach as part of her leadership.  She 
lives and breathes Main Street! Peggy is 
also an investor in downtown as a  
property owner in the district housing 
over 20 different business in her 
buildings.  Thank you Peggy for your 
dedication to downtown Parsons!   

  

 



Preston & Lisa Hodges ~ Peabody 
Time and again, Preston and Lisa Hodges 
have been there when Peabody Main 
Street needed them. With a true belief in 
their community, the Hodges and their 
children are always willing to pitch in 
wherever possible.  Preston and Lisa have 
gone above and beyond the call of duty 
for volunteers. When Main Street needed 
a lunch for 200 people on a limited 
budget, Preston simply said ñsureò. When 
there has been need for someone to meet 
and greet the public, Lisa has always 
been the ñgo to galò. Winston Churchill 
said, ñWe make a living by what we do, 
but we make a life by what we giveò. In 
Peabody Preston and Lisa Hodges have 
made quite a life for themselves!  

 



First National Bank & Trust ~ Phillipsburg 
From the very beginning of Phillipsburg 
Main Street, First National Bank has been 
excited and supportive of the Main Street 
program.  They have always participated 
at the highest level of support, they have 
provided flyers, postcards, co-sponsored 
events and allowed their employees to be 
very hands on within the organization.  
The bank is represented by several of 
their employees on Main Street 
committees and the Board of Directors.  
They have allowed these employees time 
to attend trainings and conferences as 
well as the local meetings.  This spring 
the bank planted flower boxes around the 
downtown.  Their support is just one of 
the reasons that Phillipsburg Main Street 
is able to keep their focus on their efforts 
of improving the district. Thank you First 
National Bank & Trust! 

 



Miller/Heiman Construction ~ Seneca 
The work of Miller/Heiman 
construction can be seen every 
day on Main Street. This business 
is Seneca Downtown Inc.ôs local 
connection for improving our 
Main Street businesses. The Shoe 
Center, Pony Express Museum, 
Rainbow Communications and 
Little Steps Dance Studio are just 
a few of the buildings they have 
impacted. Because of their 
professionalism and dedication to 
Seneca, Senecaôs historic Main 
Street will live on for years to 
come.   

  

 



Amy Okeson ~ Wamego 
Amy Okeson has been an extremely valuable 

volunteer. She exemplifies commitment to her 

community with her desire to see that promotions 

and events are conducted in the most professional 

manner. She has served on the Board of Directors, 

and this year as a co-chair for the Tulip Festival. 

Amy negotiated the moving of the food vendors 

from the City Park to the adjacent 5th Street 

downtown, to help connect the festival with the 

business district.  She helped grow the number of 

vendors. She encouraged the committee to do a 

printed program for the public that included the 

entertainment schedule, festival schedule, and a 

map with hours of operations for all the businesses 

within walking distance of the festival. This year 

the festival realized $15,000 in net income and had 

attendance of over 20,000 individuals. 



City of Winfield Park Dept. 

 Winfield Main Street has enjoyed a very 
long and fruitful partnership with the City 
of Winfield. In particular the relationship 
with the Park Department has been a very 
successful one for the community.  The 
park department and Winfield Main 
Street work very closely to keep 
downtown Winfield looking clean and 
well kept.  Mark Olney, the head of the 
Park Department, is an ex-officio 
member of the Design Committee and 
works directly with that committee on 
ideas for planting and maintenance of the 
downtown parking lots and pocket parks.  
The impact of this partnership is very 
evident in the look and feel of downtown 
Winfield.  

 



 

Award given in recognition of 

outstanding local fundraising 

activities or campaigns. 

Excellence in Fundraising 



Excellence in Fundraising 

Elvis Tribute ~ Belleville 

Board member and confirmed ñElvis 

Nutò, Jodi Ball recommended Belleville 

hire Joseph Hall, an Elvis impersonator, 

to do a show for the Belleville Main 

Street program.  They set a goal of raising 

$3,000.  The Blair Theatre and Center of 

the Arts allowed use of their facility at no 

cost.  Advertising costs were minimal 

primarily using Facebook, public access 

TV and the Main Street Minute on the 

Radio.  Tickets were sold out in two 

weeks! The goal of $3,000 was surpassed 

and they netted $4,088 in pure profit.  

 



Excellence in Fundraising 

Rib Run ~ Marysville 

A Fun Run/Walk fundraiser 
invited exercise enthusiasts from 
all across the country to 
participate in the first ever Big 
Blue BBQ Rib Run.  The event 
was added in an effort to bring a 
different genre of people to the 
event and to raise additional 
funds for the Marysville Main 
Street Organization.  The event 
had its own group of volunteers; 
81 participants walked or ran in 
the event which raised $1,500 
for the organization.  

 



Excellence in Fundraising 

Burninô Down Main ~ McPherson 
The concept for Burninô Down Main 
has been to create an event to bring 
traffic to the downtown district. Over 
the years the event had included a 
chili/hearty soup cook-off in 
downtown.  This year they included 
a ñMcPhersonôs Got Talentò contest 
adjacent to the cook-off to bring 
attention to local talent and to 
increase the audience and potential 
tasters. For the last several years the 
cook off had been bringing in about 
$200 each year, this year with the 
added components they netted 
$2,100 for the organization. 

 



Excellence in Fundraising 

Ladies Luncheon ~ Parsons 

With a goal of generating funds for 
Parsons Main Street, the Organization 
Committee has followed a detailed plan 
of action, grown volunteer development 
and raised a net profit of $3,494 this year 
up from $4,500 last year.   Getting ready 
for their third Ladies Luncheon, the event 
continues to gain strength and interest 
from the community and it is a complete 
sell out!  Everyone is talking about ñThe 
Downtown Parsons Ladies Luncheonò. 



Excellence in Fundraising 

Playing Cards ~ Phillipsburg 

The playing card fundraiser had multiple 
goals; highlighting historic buildings, 
targeting members, and a financial goal to 
reach a net profit of $5,000 over a couple of 
years.  The playing cards feature the 
Discover Phillipsburg Main Street logo on 
one side and historic photos from the 
downtown district on the other side. The 
result has been increased visibility of the 
Main Street program, helping to ñbrandô the 
organization and netting $1,400 so far. This 
has been a fun and creative way to get 
Phillipsburg Main Street in everyoneôs 
ñhandsò!   

 



 

Award to recognize outstanding local main 

street recruitment, training and volunteer 

recognition efforts. 

Excellence in Volunteer Development 



Excellence in Volunteer Development 

20th Anniversary Annual Meeting ~ Emporia 

Emporia Main Street took full advantage of their 
20th anniversary to help showcase their history as a 
can-do organization via presentations, e-news 
editions and through social media, resulting in 
additional support from Emporians and former 
Emporians throughout the nation.  Emporia saw a 
membership spike immediately after the event. 
Some businesses that had never expressed an 
interest and had never responded to repeated 
attempts to secure their membership simply walked 
in and joined, Pre and Post event social periods 
facilitated in the recruitment and placement of 
several new volunteers for existing committee and 
special events. The event garnered such support 
because it showed Emporia Main Street to be a 
process driven organization with a history of 
achievement. 

 



Excellence in Volunteer Development 

Marketini Nite ~ Leavenworth 

The Leavenworth Promotion Committee was in 
need of new members and new ideas. It was this 
need that sparked the ñMarketini Niteò, a 
promotion brainstorming meeting that was held at 
a local bar.  All Leavenworth Main Street 
members were invited. For the price of a 
promotion idea, Leavenworth Main Street bought 
their first martini! Following brainstorming, each 
member was asked to record their interests and 
each was then invited to future planning sessions.  
Over half of those attending were new faces, and 
most have attended the various meetings and 
activities as the promotion committee grew from 
5 people to 15.  In addition, Leavenworth Main 
Street gained several new business memberships 
from those attending the Marketini Nite. 

 


